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usual early morning ritual of spreading smaller specimens is

undoubtedly the safest method, if carriage of mounted speci-

mens on boards is available.)

My further experiments in freezing for much longer

periods without chlorocresol have achieved good results,

keeping in mind that retention of moisture is a vital factor

in reducing somatic distortion. I formerly suggested the use

of cardboard cartons for freezing, and although these have

continued to prove adequate for short periods, loss of moisture

through the porous cardboard has led me to the use of plastic

containers for longer use (or always wrapping the cardboard

containers in aluminium foil, or tying them securely in plastic

bags of the market variety). Using these methods I have

frozen Noctuidae without chlorocresol in my refrigerator as

long as a year before thawing and setting, and the results

have been satisfactory, although of course no preservation

method can hope to approach the setting of a freshly collected

moth. The present method offers an alternative to the busy

collector, if the suggestions are closely followed. Very careful

sealing and wrapping also reduce the possibility of the for-

mation of ice crystals inside the container.

In my 1974 paper I suggested that students of orders

other than the Lepidoptera might wish to experiment with

freezing their specimens in home refrigerators. Since that

time, although not a student of those orders, I have frozen

insects in plastic containers from the Odonata, Hemiptera,
Coleoptera, some Hymenoptera, Orthoptera and Diptera for

periods of many months with satisfactory results, although

Ephemeroptera and some Odonata (such as damselflies) did

not survive well. These latter results are hardly conclusive,

and various investigators will wish to attempt trials of their

own.
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Observations on the Cyprus Pug: Eupithecia phoeni-
CEATA Rambur AT Aldwick Bay, West Sussex. —This species

is plentiful in this area and appears to be increasing. It has a

long emergence period from early June to late October, but
appears in greater numbers from late July to late August. In

1976, it was first seen on 28th May, but in 1977 not until

24th June in which year it was last observed on 16th October.
In 1979 first seen on 12th June and last on 19th October; and
in 1980 the first appeared on 6th June and the last on 14th

October. The records show that the greatest number seen on
any one night was 11 on 3rd August 1979. These records are

based on moths noted at a 125 watt m.v. lamp or specimens
found on lamp posts. —R. R. Pickering, 123 Manor Way,
Aldwick Bay, Bognor Regis, West Sussex P021 4HN.


